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The term used by philosophers, socialists and theologians for the age we are presently living in is “postmodernism.” Some say postmodernism was born in 1968. As many of you may recall, that was the year of protests against the Vietnam war across this nation. Some turned violent, as demonstrations shut down campuses. The legacy of Kent State comes to mind. 


Postmodernism's first premise is that there is no objective truth. Which frees mankind to create our own truths, based upon social status, personal experiences, feelings, desires and thoughts, and various other criteria we as individuals are free to use.  And it's second premise is like the first: Thou shalt not force your truth onto anyone else. 


Perhaps you have come face to face with this worldview in your efforts to witness of Jesus to acquaintances. The usual trigger that reveals postmodernist influences is when you refer to the Bible as God's infallible word. 


You see, by saying that, you have broken both of postmodernism's commandments. You have implied, wrongly according to postmodernism's tenets, that someone else's truth may not be right. Which is another no-no for postmodernism, because there is no right or wrong. Postmodernists will remind you that the Bible was written by men, fallible, fallen, imperfect men, who in all likelihood had agendas, uh, their own truths. But that is not necessarily anyone else's truth. 


Almost any TV show or movie you might watch these days has been affected by postmodernism. On nearly any college campus, students will run headlong into its effects. It has permeated the arts, literature, politics, governments, businesses and schools. It has even wormed its way into the universal church of Christ. 


 According to a poll done in the early 2000s, 66% of Americans believe there is no such thing as an absolute truth. For those in the eighteen to twenty-five age bracket, the percentage was 72. But the more startling statistic is this one: 53% of those who call themselves evangelical Christians, Christians who have usually held that Scripture is inerrant, that is all truth, believe that there are no absolutes. A majority, slim though it is, then, of Christians in America who claim that the Bible is the ultimate authority, nevertheless contradictingly believe that there is no such thing as absolute truth. 


Because of postmodernism's saturation of society these days, the work of the church has been greatly hampered. For example, to say to someone that they need forgiveness for their sins necessarily requires they admit they have sinned and therefore need forgiveness. But since truth is relative, morals are relative as well. If morals are relative, then there is no transcendent code of moral laws that would apply to everyone everywhere. 


Instead, any group of people, united around a single cause or ideal, are free to make their own moral laws. Therefore, what you may declare to be sin may not be declared sin by others. And if there's no sin, there's no need for forgiveness. 


Postmodernism does not tolerate anyone declaring any lifestyle is immoral or wrong. Hence, the push for gay marriage. Homosexuality is not sin, it is an “alternative lifestyle.” As a result of that movement, there is a renewed push to legitimize polygamy, incest, pornography, and adult-minor sexual relationships. 


Therefore, to society today, a certain act or way of life cannot be sin if someone doesn't believe it's sin. The church dare not expect anyone to live by a moral code that they do not recognize as a moral code. The traditional values many of us grew up with, including the Bible and the Ten Commandments, are now being labeled as oppressive, intolerant and discriminatory. They are being rejected because they demand an obedience without consent or agreement. 


Most troubling of all is the fact that postmodernism's tentacles have infiltrated the church to such an extent that even the church has succumbed to its persuasive arguments. The Bible is now being attacked in and by denominations, modern biblical scholars and pastors. It is being questioned, doubted, picked apart and in some cases, thrown out as no longer relevant. Hell's existence has come into question, Jesus' words are being rewritten so they are more palatable and all-inclusive, and the church is just one entity amongst a whole host of institutions with their own versions of the truth, though that truth is in no way binding on anyone who does not agree with its truth.


I would hope you would find this unacceptable. I pray that you are outraged by postmodernism's influence in the church. Of all places, of all institutions that exist in these United States, if the church is no longer the bastion of absolute truth, then who or what is? If we cannot trust God to tell us the truth, how in the world are we going to trust any man, woman, child, or ourselves? Without the Bible, there is only what you want to be the truth.  


It's no secret that Christians have often admitted that there are verses in Scripture that seem to contradict one another. Given the vast amount of time that has passed since the events of the Bible have transpired, Christians are having a hard time coming to grips with the relevance of Scripture for today's fast-paced, information overloaded world. Can we ever really know what happened way back then? Can we really trust the authors of Scripture to have remembered everything correctly? We know very well how unreliable a thing memory is. 


Maybe you have dealt with similar comments from others or even your own struggles. Maybe you have come across seeming discrepancies in the Bible and you don't know what to make of them. Maybe some of the language, characters, stories and customs described in the Bible are hard to understand, let alone take as truth. Perhaps you are struggling with some particular teaching of Scripture that seems out of date or does not fit in with the times. 


Let Scripture interpret Scripture is the long-held axiom of the church. In other words, the Bible will tell you what the Bible means. That's all well and good, but as you may have discovered, that can be an exercise in frustration, can't it? 


Jesus says the Spirit will guide us into all truth. Okay, but how do we know if it's the Spirit guiding us and not our own preconceived notions, or, God forbid, Satan's voice we are hearing? Can we ever know the truth, seeing as how this day and age's persuasiveness is creating doubt, even in us, that  the truth can ever be discovered?


Into this age's millions of postmodernist voices denying all truth, Jesus' voice, barely heard, speaks of the, not a, truth. Just like the day He spoke it, that statement today is going to cause quite a stir. In actuality, postmodernism was born the day Adam and Eve thought they knew the truth and it wasn't what God said was the truth. 


The issue, the problem, the stumbling block, if you will, is that God's Word claims to be The absolute truth. As said before, this premise violates postmodernism's first commandment. It does so because if God's Word is truly the truth above all truths, then it has ultimate authority over all other truths. Not only that, but because it is the absolute truth, it must be unwaveringly obeyed, in what it teaches, proclaims, commands and forbids. 


If it is not, then people should reject its authoritative claims. Then, you are free to create your own truth. Whatever fits your present circumstances or your needs or desires should do nicely. For today anyway. 


But be forewarned. For what you think is freedom, or choice, a postmodern byword, to create your own truth is actually enslavement. For to have no truth outside yourself is to subject yourself to the whims of the moment. In fact, you will find that you will be able to justify anything you do, simply by changing your moral code to fit the circumstances. As a result, you will become chained to the lies you tell, the faulty and misinformed opinions you form, the limited wisdom and undependable thoughts you experience. You will lack any moral standard and will in the end live only to meet your fickle desires and lusts. 


However, the truth is your thoughts, your opinions, your very understanding and concept of what is the truth, are heavily influenced and molded by emotions, feelings and faulty conceptions of events. You may feel that something is not true, but your feelings are not good or trustworthy indicators of the truth. 


St. John says, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.” No where else is postmodernism's influence felt more strongly than on the subject of sin. We are natural born liars, who rebel against the truth. We are professionals at making excuses for our behavior, of believing our lies to be truth and of creating our own brand of truth to justify our actions. Our truths become dungeons, in which we are trapped, even as we deny we are enslaved and lie to ourselves that we determine what is truth. 


Jesus proclaims the truth shall set us free. Jesus pulls the wool from our eyes and prepares us for the truth that only He can bring. “Everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.” That hurts. The truth gets past every defense and strikes down here, into our core. It hits us hard and its effects are fatal. Our lies are unmasked. Our truths are shattered to pieces. We are slaves to sin. 


What we thought was freedom was instead imprisonment. What we think is the right to determine our own truths is in fact bondage to our sinfulness. True freedom begins with the truth. Redemption, the breaking of the chains of sin, begins with God's right and truthful diagnosis of our lost condition. Having been enlightened by the light of Christ, who came into our dark world to tell us the truth, we must abandon our false truths and turn to the way, the truth and the life. The truth, capital J, shall set us free. 


It is our sin, yours and mine that is the true reason for Jesus' incarnation. All the sins we denied, excused, justified or ignored are cast upon Him. He bleeds on the cross because we have denied and rebelled against God's truth. It was for our transgressions that He suffered. It was for our chastisement that he was punished. It was for our rejection of his authority that He was crucified. It was for our freedom that He was bound to a cross. 


The truth has set us free. Jesus' death is the Father's liberating act that releases us from the prison of our falsehoods. He proclaimed the truth and He obeyed it. His obedience is credited to us. His righteousness is ours by faith in Christ. Our sins are forgiven. We are free indeed. 


Jesus' resurrection proves that the Bible is true. Remember, Jesus predicted it would happen before it happened. Independent sources, some of which were antagonistic to Christ, verify that Jesus rose from the dead. It truly happened, even if no one believes it. 


Therefore, there are only three conclusions to be reached about Jesus. He is either a liar, a lunatic or legitimate. Your salvation, your eternal dwelling place, your very existence, rests on which of those conclusions you decide to embrace, which truth you hold to be self-evident. There is only one that will set you free. It's absolutely true. 


 The church has been called by God to stand upon the truth of His Word. The church is to proclaim this truth, even when people deny it or do not wish to hold it to be true. We are commanded  by God to abide in His Word of truth. Therefore, here is where we will stand, on the truth. We can do no other. We are to proclaim no other. In faith, we submit our lives, our selves, our truths, to the ultimate authority of the Bible, as the absolute truth, especially when we find ourselves in disagreement with it. Faith in Christ will always push us to let God's Word take captive our thoughts, reasoning, and our very selves, so that we remain freed by the truth.


Truth is on trial, more than ever today. The truth that is on trial is the truth that has set you free. The church of God, the true church of God, founded, grounded and rooted, on the truth, shall prevail. The Truth is unassailable. It is the truth above all truths, the truth that will remain when all else shall pass away. And because it remains the truth, so does your freedom in Christ. Amen. 
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