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All of us are involved in multiple relationships of varying kinds. We all have a mother and father who bore us, so we all are children. We all have relatives, be they brothers or sisters, aunts, uncles, cousins or grandparents. If you are or were married, you are or were a spouse. If you have kids, you are a parent. If you work or did work, you had co-workers, a boss or bosses, customers and clients. And unless you're living under a rock or on an isolated island all by yourself, every day, you relate to these and many other human beings. More surprisingly, on any given day, you alternate between your various relationships, in most cases with smoothly and efficiently, which should amaze you.  


These relationships can, in the same day, maybe in the same hour, run the gambit from peaceful to stressful, from easy to agonizingly hard, from delightful to maddening. In one moment, we can be irate with our spouse, and turn right around and be as patient as patient can be with our kids. This may happen numerous times during the day, depending on how many interactions we have. 


Relationships, by their very nature, involve voluntarily opening ourselves up to people and allowing them to get close to us. Closeness can be good, as it gives others the opportunity to love us, which is a basic need of all human beings, almost more so than food and water.  


But, in letting other get close to us, we will also experience hurt feelings, disappointment, anger, harshness and betrayal. Lies will be told and we will be left shocked. Hearts will be broken, repeatedly and we'll begin to shore up the wall of separation. Uncaring actions result in bitterness and we will instinctively react to push people away. When one relationship suffers, there will most likely be collateral damage to other relationships as well.  


Relational is the way God created us. At the end of the six day of God's work of creation, He proclaimed with joy that all of creation was good, very good concerning his crowning creation, man. But something was still missing. Something no beast of the field, bird of the air, or creature of the deep, could supply for the man. 


What was missing was companionship. Relationship is the reason God set out to create humanity in the first place. For though God needs nothing and is complete in himself; love, pure love, the love that is God, needs an object for its affections. God is a relational God, as is evident from Jesus' oft-heard words concerning his relationship with His Heavenly Father. In fact, before creating man, God had a committee meeting. Which probably went much better than most of ours do and for sure, much shorter. Wonder what his powerpoint looked like.   


You can hear it very plainly in God's evaluation of Adam's status. “It is not good for man to be alone. I will make him a helper fit for him.” Although, some might beg to differ with God's assessment of conditions, for man's best friend was already there, his faithful dog. All he really needed was a pickup. And maybe a beer or two. But hey, for all our neanderthal tendencies, and we men might hesitate to admit it, we men do like you women's company. We miss you wives when you are gone, though we don't often show it. 


Well, God in his wisdom saw that it was not good for man to be alone, so God took a rib out of the man and made his helpmate, WO-MAN!, that's what Adam said when he saw Eve. It's no coincidence that God used a rib from the man to create the woman. Bone of bone, flesh of flesh, woman was the one being who would fit perfectly man's need, because she came from him. Man's need was filled. The need for relationship, the need for companionship, the need for an object of love. 


However, what was to be the perfect melding of man and woman took a deathly turn for the worse. In eating the fruit, the couple that had the perfect relationship with their Creator and the perfect marriage, spurned the love of God. And with that small bite, the battle of the sexes began. Oh what fun God has wrought. 


Quickly, the blame game became the only game in town. Eve blamed the serpent, Adam blamed God, and the holy and perfect institution of marriage became mired in a war of the wills. From there every other relationship, be it human to human or God to human, suffered devastating consequences. 


This is why nation wars against nation and people kill and hurt each other. Oh, sometimes, a relationship might not appear to be affected, but you only need wait a bit for it to become clear. In fact, you already know this to be true. You have experienced first-hand how quickly a relationship can unravel. Just watch a group of two-year olds with one toy for all of them to play with. Or a dozen toys. Or take a look at your own relationships, especially if you are married. Sometimes, it feels like two cats in a bag, doesn't it? 


The Bible is the story of God and his creation. It is a love story centered on relationships. It is a sad story of mankind continually spurning God's steadfast love. His creation, the creation He brought forth by his handiwork and with his heart of compassion, had turned its back on Him, rejecting his love and protective care. It must have hurt God to the core. We know it does us.


God stills values his relationship with us and He does his all to maintain it. Though we may turn our back on him in rebellion, God never turns his back on us. Though we often spurn his love and care, He never stops loving and caring for us. Though we disobey him, He stubbornly keeps his promises to us. If it weren't for God, all our relationships would be worthless.


Like all the stories of the Bible, today's Gospel reading is once again a vivid picture of God reaching out to relate to His crowning achievement, man. There Jesus is, the bright shining example of how important we are to God. Jesus walked among us, seeking us out for friendship, companionship, aching to have us love Him as he loves us. Whether Jesus is healing or feeding or teaching or confronting, the motive behind his actions is always about keeping the relationship with man going. 


That's our God. He gives his all for us, because His relationship between us and Him is precious in his sight. He sends His Son to remove the guilt of our sin, casting it upon Jesus, so that He might what, have a relationship with us as Father and child. Jesus suffers the agony and horror of crucifixion for us, so that why? We might be reconciled with the Father and have a right relationship. Jesus didn't just die for our justification. He suffered and died so that we might live forever WITH the Father, in eternity, in the company of saints and apostles and prophets, AND GOD. 


We all know that sin has infiltrated our relationships. Its barbs get into the closest of family ties and break marriage bonds, leaving all reeling from the destruction. Parents who abused their children will have adult children who despise their parents and often vow never to speak to them again. Sibling rivalry can have such a deep impact that brothers and sisters will live the rest of their lives in endless competition. And who hasn't had a boss that you just love to hate? 


Every day, because of sin, we spend excessive amounts of energy on our relationships, especially the ones at home. Husbands abuse their wives, physically as well as verbally, demeaning them and attempting to make them prisoners in their own homes. Wives ridicule husbands, with deliberate  and planned malice. This dance goes on for years, while both parties pretend there's nothing wrong with the relationship. But it's far from fine. Instead, both parties are blind to their own faults and contributions to the growing pile of rubble in the home.  


Any relationship, no matter what kind it is, is a two way street. Any relationship you have with another human being is two-sided. You put into it just like the other does. Which always has us worrying about if we're putting in more than our share. We are so afraid we're going to have to keep the thing going all by ourselves. It's unfair, we'll cry. Why can't they give a little?


This is the work of God, to be done while it is still day. It is work, there is no doubt about it. Every relationship requires a lot of work. It involves trust and patience. It takes a dogged determination to love the other almost blindly. Most of all, as Jesus has shown us, every relationship requires forgiveness, unconditional love, and commitment to endurance.


The forgiveness that Christ earned for us on the cross is the reason God is reconciled with us. Through Jesus' atoning sacrifice, God has taken us back to the Garden of Eden's original plan. While we were yet sinners, God restored the relationship by sending His Son to die for us. God put his all into making things right again, for and with us.


That took a love that is so unconditional that it is very nearly blind, deaf and mute. Because of Jesus, God is blind to our sins once they are forgiven. He refuses to hear Satan's accusations against us. He will not speak of our sins ever again, because Christ has paid for them once for all on the cross with his blood. They are buried in the tomb forever. Jesus' resurrection assures us that there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ. The work of Jesus is the work of God, the work of re-recreation.


Now, having justified us by Jesus' blood, we have peace with God through our brother Jesus. He is our God and we are his people by virtue of Jesus' sacrifice on Calvary. There is nothing between God and us that can chase God away or make Him deny us as his children.  


This peace, given us by Christ's suffering, death and resurrection, is the peace of free and limitless forgiveness. As God relates to us, we see the example of how to relate to others. As we are forgiven in Christ, we forgive others. We forgive their every sin, no matter how much it hurt. They forgive us no matter how badly we may have treated them. Every relationship we have is strengthened and built up because our relationship with God is strong and secure. 


God has given us eyes to see, so we are able to see our own sin. We see that we are deserving of condemnation, yet we see Jesus on the cross for our justification. We see how our faults and self-centeredness have hurt our every relationship, yet we see Christ dying and rising to tear down the walls of separation that sin built. We see Jesus there for the others that we are in relationship with, and that makes us blind to their sins, knowing that Jesus has forgiven them as He has forgiven us. 


The relationship we have with God is the basis for our relationships with one another. Forgiveness is the glue that will hold your marriage together. Blindness helps us to love the other as Christ loves us. God-love binds us together in Christ and calls us to see our spouse as Christ sees him or her, a blood bought child of God. 


When we view the world through these eyes, then we blinded by God's love in Christ. We become blind to the temptation to blame others. We might even become so blind as to overlook the spouse's faults. Imagine that, if you can! 


Would you pray for that blindness? Would you be so bold and so seriously concerned about your relationships, your marriage, your family connections, that God would grant you blindness so you don't obsess over their problems, their sins, and their mistakes? If you value your marriage at all, pray to the Lord that He will give you the eyes of love to see only the good in your spouse and build them up each day. 


Every relationship is challenging, to say the least. They take effort and patience and love, lots of it. They take a determined, Spirit-filled commitment to love your spouse, your brother, sister, parent, child, relative, with the love that Christ has shown you. But when you will commit to loving blindly, God guarantees your relationships will not only be better, they will flourish and become so much more than you might have imagined. 


The miracle of sight happens first with our own eyes. See your spouse, your loved one, your friend, even your enemy, as one beloved by God. See him or her as one for whom Christ died. See them as worth every drop of Jesus' blood. See them as God sees them, and then, you will be amazed at how blindness is a gift of sight. Amen.
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