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Dateline: Nov. 22, 2011: The Wall Street Journal reported today that if Greece does not begin cutting spending and reducing its national debt, the country will not receive much needed aid from the European Union. Without those loans, it will run out of money in 21 days. One economist, speaking on condition of anonymity, predicted that if Greece defaults, it could cause a domino effect that could take down other countries as well. 


Dateline: December 21, 2011. Greece declared bankruptcy today, having failed to agree to stringent cost cutting measures demanded by the bailout offer from Germany and France. The national bank of Greece reported that failure to achieve financial goals, long delays in implementing needed reforms and a shrinking economy proved that Greece's enormous debt was unsustainable. 


Within minutes of the announcement, riots broke out in Athens, Thessaloniki, and Olympia, as  the country sunk into chaos. Police were unable to quell the violence, forcing the Prime Minister to declare a state of martial law and ordered the military to restore order. 


Dateline: December 24, 2012: Italy revealed today that it could not pay its debts and was seeking protection from its creditors after defaulting on its loans. In Naples, Milan and Rome, shops were broken into, cars were overturned by violent mobs and banks closed three hours early to stave off insatiable demands from their customers to close out their accounts. 


Dateline: December 25, 2011: Portugal and Spain announced today they too were unable to pay off their debts. Leading analysts warned that Germany, France, and Great Britain would be the next to  topple in the coming months, as other nations default on loans given by the big three. 


Dateline: December 31, 2011: The first wave of Europe's catastrophic financial woes reached the shores of the U.S. yesterday as the Super committee established by Congress to cut spending and lower the deficit could find no answers. The US national debt now stands at just over $20 trillion dollars. The dollar sunk to its lowest worth ever, making the trade deficit skyrocket. 


U.S. economist are now warning that many large national and multinational banks will be affected by the bankruptcies of the European countries. Regional and local banks are sure to follow. Confidence in the dollar and the entire U.S. banking system is eroding at an alarming pace. Institutional and private investing firms such as Charles Schwab and Etrade are suffering devastating losses as IRAs and retirement accounts become worth no more than the paper they are printed on. People are inundating banks, demanding their money. Millions are pulling out of the stock market altogether. 


Dateline: April 2, 2012:  GM, Microsoft, and Cook Medical announced huge layoffs today, cutting nearly a million jobs nationwide in response to higher than expected losses for the first quarter of 2012. Nationwide unemployment surged to nearly 25% in March, with no end in sight. Rioting broke out in Chicago, Indianapolis, New York and ten other cities across the nation as the nation experiences a depression never seen before. 


Dateline July 1, 2012: The federal government announced today that over 100,000 businesses have declared bankruptcy since January 1st, as sales in consumer goods continues to plummet. A vicious financial spiral is quickly forming, as stores close due to lack of sales, causing more layoffs and  unemployment, thus depleting the consumer spending base. Savings accounts are being drained, and banks are declaring bankruptcy by the hundreds. The Stock market fell to its lowest ever, closing yesterday at just 1014. 


As a result of 25% unemployment, welfare and Social Security reserves are depleted.  The government is also feeling the pinch as fewer people and businesses are paying income taxes. The President said last night in his state of the union address that he had no other option than to ask Congress to raise taxes for the fourth time this year, which will only serve to raise the stress level needle past the red line. In what must be a related note, the American Medical Association reported that suicide was at an all time high for the first half of 2012.  


Housing markets are in free-fall as foreclosures rise. People are desperate for food, shelter and security. Cities are laying off police, firefighters and emergency personnel as state funds dry up. A state of anarchy is quickly spreading across this once great nation, as people begin to form local groups to fend off attackers and guard their food supplies. 


I know. It's a frightening scenario. It'll never happen, we all say. No way will it ever get that bad. Politics aside, our country's national debt is astronomical to say the least, unemployment is not dropping and if recent commercials are any indication, businesses are desperate for sales. Some stores opened as early as 9 pm Thanksgiving night, in order to draw the crowds, and hence, the cash. 


We all know what happens when human beings are confronted with the thought of losing our money. It's one thing to watch your IRA tank or your credit card debt rise. It's quite another to lose your job, your livelihood, your house and your savings. We are quick to deny it, but money is as close to a god as God ever was. When people's cash assets are threatened, they will resort to all manner of violence and evil to survive. 


It only takes a few minutes of imagining such a disaster of world-wide proportions as just presented to have us on the verge of breathlessness. What if all this takes place and the Lord doesn't come? What if we are forced to live in abject poverty, subsisting on meager rations of bread and water, watching as our children starve like those kids do in Africa? What if there is nuclear war and half the country becomes uninhabitable? How bad will it have to get before the Lord will rescue us from such calamity?


No more so than today do Jesus' words in this morning's Gospel have such import. “Be on guard, keep awake.” Since the time Jesus uttered these words, mankind has been a perpetual heartbeat away from the end. When Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 AD, many Christians thought that was the sign spoken of by Jesus and He would be returning momentarily. But no, after all these years, still no Jesus. How long will the Lord tolerate the wickedness of man before He comes again, in glory, to destroy the earth and its sinful inhabitants? 


How alert are you? Are you ready to meet the Lord? Or have you become complacent, because Jesus seems to have been delayed? Maybe you're convinced He's not coming any time soon. Maybe you've been lulled into the sleep of wickedness and selfish indulgences, unconcerned about the transgressions that cling to you, that even now are threatening to endanger your salvation. Every unconfessed sin not repented of could be detrimental to your faith. 


Let us turn to the God that is our God, the one we worship, the one we follow, the one we trust with our very lives. We who know the Lord do not await His return with fear and trembling. We do not wait as people without hope or as people unwarned and unprepared. We wait with repentance and faith, turning to our Lord in humble confession, seeking his forgiveness while He may be found. 


We live by faith in the God who controls history and all things. We tenaciously hold onto the Lord who stepped into history and used it for his glory and our salvation. His first coming was to redeem us from sin, death and the power of the devil. And since He continues to control history, He has promised to again step into time and again deliver us. Therefore, we wait with patience and trust for His second coming, when He will deliver us from sin, death and all evil, this time permanently. This is our daily prayer, that the Lord would deliver us from evil.


Only in Christ do we have hope for rescue from the worst this world might become. Like many Christians, maybe you too arise each day, hoping and praying that today, the Lord will deliver you from this world's tribulations, this world's constant and increasing persecutions against God's elect and this world's steady decline. It is the believer's constant prayer that the Lord would take us home, removing from us the filth of this sinful flesh, the thorns that infest our lives and the worries and cares that so often overwhelm us. But until then, we wait with patience, because faith is patient. Faith trusts God's timing. Faith knows God is coming, for faith leans on the promises of God. 


No matter what happens on this earth, we live by faith in Christ who has promised to never leave us nor forsake us. We are people who know and believe that even though the mountains quake and the seas roar, God's providential care continues. Even if the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea and nations rage and kingdoms totter, the Lord shall utter his voice and the earth shall melt. And we shall be silent and know that He is God. He will be exalted among the heavens, he shall be exalted on the earth. And He will deliver us from all evil. 


Judgment day does not frighten us, for we know that Christ has been judged in our place. Our judgment was pronounced on Jesus, who suffered our guilt on the cross. Good Friday was our Judgment day and it is done. Christ was condemned, we are freed. His innocence has been given to us and our transgressions have been cast onto him forever. 


His resurrection is the sure and certain promise that one day, Christ shall return. On that day, all flesh shall see the Son of God, coming on the clouds in glory. All knees shall bow and all tongues confess that Jesus is Lord, to the glory of the Father. And we shall be vindicated. Then, it won't matter how much or how little cash we have. What will matter most is the greatest treasure of all, the one that moths and rust cannot destroy. The priceless treasure that is Jesus, our Savior. 


We will not be shaken from our faith if the world suffers financial ruin. We shall not despair if we lose our savings. We shall not be moved from the rock that is Christ, who shall give us all things needful for body and soul. We shall trust in God our Lord and Deliverer, who works all things for our good. 


Even when the earth shakes, rattles and rolls, even when the sky turns black and the sun is blotted out, even when the world collapses into chaos, the one who holds the earth in His hands is the one who holds us in His arms of love. We know and believe that God is still God, still using history for His purposes and our good. We shall overcome, because Christ has overcome. So, come what may, come Lord Jesus. We are ready. We are awake. We are watching. Amen. 

