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It must be extremely difficult and stressful to be a Christian candidate. Running for office makes you the center of attention, and not always is it the kind of attention a candidate needs. It opens you up for all kinds of investigations, as your whole life is opened up for all to see. And make no mistake about it, some will do all they can to uncover something, anything, that they can twist into a half-truth or an out and out lie in order to ruin. Sometimes, it is almost as if the news reporters were nearly giddy at the prospect of telling you, the adoring public, all about something that happened years ago to a Christian candidate, as if ruining their reputation was going to earn a Pulitzer. 


Today, the church observes and celebrates the baptism of Jesus. Most of you know the reason for this, that in Jesus' baptism, he becomes one with us, sinners, taking on our sin and bearing it to the cross. 


One wonders if John pointed his finger at Jesus as Jesus came near. Look, see, turn and behold, the Lamb of God who has come to take away your sin. John's words make Jesus the center of attention, for one John has been preaching and announcing was coming, has come. Cue spotlight on Jesus. John, exit stage right. 


Unfortunately, the reading today stops there, but it shouldn't. For the result of Jesus' baptism becomes clear in the next verse. Immediately, the Spirit drove Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted by the Devil. Suddenly, Jesus is the center of attention. He becomes the focus of the one no one wants to be in the sights of. Satan. And like the Christian candidate who finds him or herself caught in the glare of the press' scrutiny of a past indisgression, Jesus finds himself illuminated by Satan's spotlight. And we all know how uncomfortable it is to be in that position, don't we?


I'm sorry to tell you this, but your baptism had that same unfortunate side affect.  I'll bet you never thought about it this way, but baptism made you the center of attention. The moment you were washed in the waters, the moment the pastor baptized you into God's Kingdom and spoke the name of the Triune God over you, the spotlight hit you square in the face. Satan saw it all and from that day, had you in his sights. 


Is it any wonder then, that your life is often inundated with trouble, heartache and woe?  Is it any wonder that your marriage is struggling, your kids are fighting, your boss is crabby, and you battle sickness and  health issues? No wonder you have days upon days of so much stress and anguish you may resort to pills or drinking every night  in order to alleviate the agony and be able to sleep. Look who's undivided attention you have. 


Because you are a baptized child of God, you have been marked for destruction by Satan and he means to see that through. Because you bear the name of Jesus, the one who defeated Satan and let me tell you, Satan is none too happy about that, he's going to take his revenge out on you. He's still fuming about that whole cross incident. He's still reeling from having been put in his place by the resurrected Jesus, who marched into Satan's realm and announced his utter defeat. He's mad and he's not going to take it lying down. 


The moment you were yanked from Satan's kingdom and set squarely in God's, Satan had eyes only for you. Don't kid yourself. You're on his radar, every day. He's powerful, he's determined, and he's never one to quit. 


Now, it needs to be said that some of the difficulties and troubles we go through are caused by our own foolishness and mistakes. Open and unbridled hatred can be like a nuclear bomb dropped in the middle of a crowded mall, affecting many lives for many years. Selfishness can ruin relationships so efficiently, Satan doesn't need to do a thing but stand by and clap. Gossip and slander can destroy another's reputation so fully they may never fully recover. 


Satan is always near, goading us and prodding us and tempting us and whispering to us his clever half-truths and sneaky tricks and offers dripping with sweetness too irresistible to pass up. You'll be like God! He sure knows how to get to us. That's the dream of every person he so likes to inspire. 


How he can ruin lives! How he can wreak havoc so devastating and long-lasting and all-encompassing that millions have suffered inhuman cruelties because of his influence. Never, ever be fooled by what appears to be a time of reprieve, as if Satan has lost sight of you. Oh, no, he has not. You're still in his sights, you're still the center of his attention, he has but one goal, one aim, one motive in mind. To destroy your faith, to persuade you to deny your Lord, or to mess up your life so bad that you'll abandon belief in God.


But, and I say that with all the power and conviction possible, but he won't win. He can't win. Not when all is said and done. For though baptism has placed a huge bull's eye on you, and Satan sees it very clearly, nevertheless, baptism is God's claim of ownership on you. Baptism has made you the center of attention for another, your Heavenly Father. 


He has you in his sights as well and He who called you to faith through the water or the Word is more powerful than the devil. Your baptism linked you with Jesus in a connection so close and intimate it's as if you are Jesus. He lives in you, and even though you are Satan's target, you are also Jesus' target. Jesus fights for you. Jesus stands in front of you. Jesus protects and defends you with his mighty power and strength. Jesus has promised to keep you in his arms, even if Satan attacks. 


This is what it means to be in God's cross hairs. He gives you his boundless love. He showers upon you His amazing grace, grace first bestowed on you in baptism. There, God wiped away your sins and promised that every day He would do the same. Baptism made you a target of God's love and God never, ever misses what He's aiming at. 


Because baptism ties us to Christ, we go where Christ goes. That means, yes, to the grave. But there's no stopping there. Christ has arisen, and so shall we. We'll rise to life in Christ and there's no stopping us. 


Take a look around you. Talk about a target rich environment. A whole church full of targets for Satan to attack. Not only individuals, but as the body of Christ in this place, which makes us the center of attention even more so. For we are members of the Kingdom that is at war with the evil forces in the spiritual realm. 


Whether you are presently serving on a board or as an officer, or whether you are newly elected or have in the past served, now, not only because you are a baptized child of God, but because you are a leader of this church, you are smack dab in the middle of Satan's attention. Though that may be frightening, be of good cheer. You are not alone in your struggles with the devil. All those around you are also with you, hear to support you and pray for you and help you. 


We do not fight all by ourselves, for we all suffer the attacks of the evil one. Therefore, we need each other. We need to be held up by one another and to hold each other accountable. Those that are presently holding office or serving on a board need all of our prayers. They need all of us to build one another up in love. They need to hear how much you appreciate the work they do for this congregation and for you.  They need to know you have their back and will be there, to forgive, to love, and to show mercy and grace when they make mistakes. 


Every one of us knows what kind of destruction Satan can cause. Dissension and division can  become so entrenched in a congregation that it can lose its sense of mission and so become ineffective. A church that is busy fighting amongst itself is too busy to fight against the real enemy. I beg of you, please don't criticize another's efforts here. Do your best to help them in whatever they are attempting to do. Be part of the Spirit's work in this place and not a contributor to Satan's mission to destroy.


If you are not presently serving, find ways to help those who are and this church's work. Trinity needs each and every one of you to be an active part of this body. We know there will be resistance. Jesus told us to expect it. There will be temptations to gossip and criticize and complain to others about what someone is doing. If someone begins to criticize another in front of you, gently stop them and say that we need to be supportive, not critical. Yes, there will be times when you are upset or disappointed. Please, don't let Satan use you as his weapon of mass destruction. 


Instead, let the Spirit be your guide and work always to maintain the bond of peace. Forgive as you have been forgiven. Show love as you have been shown the limitless love of God in Christ. Defend each fellow member as if they were your own family, for that is what we are all. 


We are all part of the family of God. We all have been brought out of the darkness and into Gods' light through baptism and the call to faith. Each of you is an important member of the Kingdom. We have all been baptized into Christ and have had Christ put on us. We each bear his name and are called to live out his love to others. 


Let your talk be salted with kindness and compassion. Let your prayers be always for your brothers and sisters who are working for this church. Let your attitude be the same as Christ, humble and other-centered. Drown them in love, immerse them in kindness and patience, and give them compassion and understanding. Make everyone here, your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ, the center of your attention. Amen. 
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