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Who are you? If someone were to ask that, how long would it take you to answer? Maybe a while, because who you are as of this day is the product of many years of history and other factors. Everything from your family of origin to your schooling to your friends and enemies to the experiences of life you have had all contributed to the person you are today. 


Though your first response might be to state your name. Then, you might list your parents, where you live, who you married, your children and other relatives. Depending on who's asking, your answer might also involve those identities we sometimes do not like to share for fear for identity theft or because we don't like to be known only as a number: Your Social security number. Customer number. Patient number. Because it's true, we're more than just a number. We're a lot of identities all bound up in one person.  


But how long would it take for you to get around to answering that question with these words: “I'm a Christian”? Or better yet, “I'm a baptized and redeemed child of God, a Christ follower.”  For above all other identities that define you, all other roles you may play in life, your most important identity is as a member of the body of Christ. It's the one identity you'll be all your life, hopefully, and the one identity you'll take with you into eternity. 


Isn't it great to know that you are someone important to God, so important that He bought you with the blood of the Son of God. The Lord has literally stolen you from one kingdom and planted you into His Kingdom. He has saved you from sin, death and the power of the devil. God owns you and has inscribed His name upon your forehead and your heart. In fact, every part of you bears the imprint of God's handiwork. In truth, who you are, your identity, is more than just a name, for it comes down to not being a question of who you are, but whose you are.


Yet, how often we can forget whose we are. In the loneliness of depression, some may suffer from amnesia because it's so easy to lose sight of who it is to whom we belong. In trying moments of despair and worry, when the battle rages on without end, we may suffer from forgetfulness, forgetting who it is that owns us and loves us. Anxiety and panic may taint our perspective so much that we lose sight of our identity as Christ's beloved child.  


Sin also can adversely affect a healthy and proper awareness of our identity. Guilt brings great shame upon us and we may think God would much rather not be associated with us. Embarrassed by a public display of wrong, we may feel unworthy of bearing the name of Jesus. There are those times when the risk of persecution or ridicule is so powerful we may attempt to hide our identity as a Christian. Could that be why that is not our first response to the question of who we are? Are you afraid others will find out you're a Christian?


Who are you? A supplemental response, and maybe an equally important one, might be to add another identity to the one proposed before. We might add an adjective that contributes more meaning to the first one. Who are you? Why, you are a Lutheran Christian. 


This is far beyond a name or simple identity. To be a Lutheran Christian calls for a serious commitment to the creeds and confessions of this denomination, even to the point of death. Because you have deliberately and willingly identified yourself as a member of a Lutheran congregation, and more specifically an LCMS congregation, your identity is wrapped up in a larger body, locally as well as nationally and internationally. You are intricately bound up with others who also have willingly and hopefully, gladly, taken on the name of Lutheran. The title of Lutheran therefore further defines and clarifies your primary identity as a Christian.  


There are some identities that define us that we may take great pride in being called. For instance, if your parents or grandparents were well-known people, you might be proud of your ancestors. Maybe your family founded a city or a business. Perhaps a distant relative of yours was instrumental in starting a church. Maybe your heritage is linked to a great and highlyhonored historical figure. Thus, you may take great pride in who you are.


Do you have the same pride in being a Christian, or better yet, a Lutheran Christian? I don't mean the pride like walking around bragging about how good Lutherans are and how bad other Christians are in comparison. Rather, I'm talking about a pride based upon an inner confidence that being a Lutheran and a Christian together means something so important that this specific identity, more than any other, guides, directs, influences, and so forms you that it is your overriding identity. 


Well, are you proud to be a Lutheran? That takes a certain measure of conviction, doesn't it? It means more than just saying you're a Lutheran. It also means holding to a bold and steadfast confession that what this church believes, teaches and confesses is the truth, God's truth. It entails not only understanding Lutheran doctrine, but being ready and willing to staunchly defend it, like you would your family name or reputation.  


In order for this church to be the powerful witness we all want it to be, we must be proud of our identity as Lutherans. We must not be ashamed to stand up and speak up about why it is a joy to be a Lutheran. We must not be embarrassed by this church's doctrines. We must be willing and able to not only confess what we believe, but be able to explain it, with bold confidence and clarity. We must not be embarrassed by the things we do, for as is often said, the things we do define who we are. 


If we are not proud of our identity as Lutherans, people will sense that. Above all, God expects to find conviction coupled to your faith. You are his child, and He wants you to live out that identity with a sense of pride in whose you are. He expects you to be what you say you are, Lutheran Christians. Faithful members of the body of Christ in this place. Bold and courageous witnesses, unafraid of speaking the truth, even when it is unpopular or causes criticism or persecution or derision. 


Who are you? You are God's own people, called out of darkness into His marvelous light. You have been purchased, as Luther has so well put it, not with gold or silver, but with precious blood and innocent suffering and death of God's own Son, Jesus. His name is your name, His righteousness is your righteousness, His life is yours. 


The Lord has placed His name on each of you and on this place as well. Every Sunday, every time we gather in the name of our Triune God, our Lord comes and graces us with his presence. He has consistently met us here, and always fed us with His body and blood on this altar. He has always forgiven us, announcing His gracious pardon immediately after our confession. He has always spoken to you through His Word and the faithful pastors who have preached here, and if I may be so bold as to say, present one included. Yes, I am proud to be a Lutheran pastor and a Lutheran Christian, for I know with certainty that this church stands on the truth of God's Word. 


That's not boasting. That's being proud of who we are. We're Lutheran. That used to mean that as a church, we stood on the Word of God as the inerrant truth. It used to mean there would be no compromising with the world. It used to mean that being Lutheran meant the truth was spoken here, in Law and Gospel, and the love of God lived and shared. 


We can be proud of our identity as Lutherans, while at the same time, being able to laugh at ourselves. Who are you? Oh, a Lutheran, right, you guys have three Sacraments, potluck being the third. You Lutherans are the ones who usually sit at the back in your carefully marked pew. And aren't Lutherans the ones who don't like change, unless the bulb is burned out? Only then will we change it, but not before carefully following the traditional way our grandfathers did it. 


We must never forget as well that we belong to Jesus. We are the property of the God of the Universe. The omnipotent God, not some impotent idol made of hands. We have been bought, purchased, saved, redeemed, sanctified and covered with holy blood, God's blood, not the blood of goats and sheep. This is whose we are.


We were born into this living hope by a miraculous birth, through water and the Word. There is where God first placed His name upon us. He promised to be OUR God. Our whole identity, our whole self, is wrapped up in God's identity, because we bear the name that is above all names, the name we call upon in prayer, the name we praise and the name we give thanks for. 


We are branded with His name so that we may never forget our identity. He who bought us has loved us, saved us, forgiven us, and sanctified us through the name of Jesus. He who blessed us with all spiritual blessings has promised to keep us as His own, for eternity. He has said that he will protect us and keep us from eternal death and all things harmful to our souls. He has told us that nothing, not a thing, in all creation, can tear us away from Him. There is nothing that can remove the name that was burned into our hearts. This is our identity and it is ours forever. 


He has turned his face toward us, showing us the face of love. In God's eyes, we see His grace and is it sufficient for all things. In the hard times, let us never forget whose we are. For God sees us. God knows us. God will lift up his countenance upon us and give us His peace. 


We belong to God. Our identity is wrapped up in His identity. With this sure and certain hope we have, we face all our tomorrows not with fear, but with hope and trust. For the God who has claimed us has been to tomorrow. He has seen what lies beyond this day. And though the future may frighten us, it does not frighten God. He knows what lies ahead and He will walk with us each day through our future, until we arrive safely to His side in heaven.


Who are you? You are God's child and He's proud to have you bear His name. You are a Lutheran Christian, a strong and faithful follower of Christ, whose confession is true, whose creed is correct, and whose conviction remains unmovable. This is who you are, and this is where you shall stand. May God bless you with the steadfastness to trust Him to sustain and direct you. May you be found faithful to Him, who is ever faithful to you. And never, ever forget whose you are. Amen.   
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