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Dearly beloved: 
 I’m still hearing comments about our work at Mr. Abbitt’s 
house. In the ensuing weeks, I received phone calls from four elderly 
people, asking if we would help them with their house projects. Unfortu-
nately, I had to say no, but I did refer them to Rebuilding Together for 
next year’s work. 
 This year, we are hosting a booth at the Monroe County Fair. 
Because I have never been a part of something like this, I silently won-
dered if it would be worth the effort of all the people that manned the 
booth and what results we might see from it. 
 Denise and I decided to walk through the fair Saturday after-
noon/evening of opening day. We ended up sitting in the booth until the 4 
pm shift arrived. In the time we were there, we talked to two couples. One 
couple was an IU economics professor and his wife. They admitted they 
were “shopping around” for a church home. When I asked what they were 
looking for, they expressed a hope that whatever church they found, they 
would feel welcomed like “family.” 

The woman asked an odd question: “Do you allow non-
members to come to your worship service?” I quickly blurted out, “Why, 
yes, we welcome all.” I told the couple with the greatest of confidence 
that if they came to TLC, they would be overwhelmed with love and they 
would not get three feet inside the door before they were welcomed. If 
one soul comes to faith in Christ because of our efforts at the fair, it is 
more than worth the time and work. 
 The Evangelism committee is working on two upcoming pro-
jects. The first is the “single mom’s oil change day.” We have tentatively 
scheduled this for Sept. 26th, from 10 am – 2 pm. This is an idea from a 
book given to me by Vic Bird, called “101 ways to reach your commu-

nity.” We are currently in the planning stages and are attempting to pro-
cure donations of supplies from businesses in Ellettsville. Seven coura-
geous men of TLC have already volunteered to perform the labor. If you 
would like to help (women are welcome as well!), please see Steve Hax-
ton, Mary Hannah or myself. 
 In October, we are planning to host a mental health seminar at 
TLC. Surveys have revealed that by the end of 2008, 58% of people re-
ported struggles with stress, depression and mental health issues. That 
amounts to about 22 million people nationwide. Maybe you are one of 
those. Maybe you know someone who has or is still struggling with men-
tal illness. Maybe you know of someone who committed suicide in recent 
months or has talked about. 
 Too often, mental illness has an undeserved stigma attached. 
People don’t talk about depression for fear of being ridiculed, labeled as 
“crazy” or told to “suck it up.” Mental illness is real and is reaching epi-
demic proportions. Do you know what to say or do if someone mentions 
to you that they are contemplating ending their life because of all the 
stress and pain? We are hoping that this seminar will provide help for 
people and to show the love of God in our lives. Won’t you please con-
sider helping us with these projects? 
 
In His service, 
Pastor 



STEWARDSHIP MINUTES   (July 2009) 

Parable of the Rich Fool 

Read Luke 12:13-21 
 

      In the Parable of the Rich Fool, Jesus taught the crowd and us a les-
son about the damaging effects of greed and the importance of acknowl-
edging God’s ownership of life and possessions.  Because of his greed, 
the wealthy farmer in the parable was not satisfied with what he had.  
He spent a lifetime building bigger barns and accumulating more and 
more wealth.  Jesus warned, “Watch out!  Be on your guard against all 

kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his 

possessions.”  Greed is idolatry.  The farmer worshiped the possessions 
God had given him but not God Himself.  He had piled up produce in 
his barns to last for several years, but his spiritual bank account regis-
tered zero. 
 
      The parable points out that life does not depend on earthly riches.  
We need food, clothing, and shelter which God promises to provide 
(Philippians 4:19).  Any wealth that we have beyond our basic necessi-
ties does not provide lasting happiness or contentment.  In fact, for the farmer and many others, money is a curse.  
The farmer’s obsession toward his material success separated him from a relationship with Christ.  Jesus directs us 
to “. . . seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to [us] as well” (Matthew 
6:33). 
 

        The farmer, who Jesus called the “Rich Fool,” sought complete control of his situation.  His self

-centeredness and selfishness are revealed in his repeated use of the words “I” and “my.”  His life 

was centered only on himself, and he had no thought for his God or for his fellowman. 

      The rich fool never discovered the real meaning of life.  As Proverbs 28:11 states, “A rich man may be wise in 

his own eyes,” but to Jesus the wealthy farmer was a fool.  Jesus said, “What good is it for a man to gain the whole 

world, yet forfeit his soul?”  (Mark 8:36).  The material success that he passionately pursued was left to others 
when God took his life.  “But God said to him, ‘You fool!  This very night your life will be demanded from you.  

Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ ” (Luke 12:20).  If the love of money controls our hearts, 
God is pushed aside, and we endanger our living in eternity with Jesus.  The rich fool proved that the bumper 
sticker which reads, “He who dies with the most toys wins” is not true. 

 
Dave Grimm, Stewardship Comm.. 

 
 

Page 3 VOLUME   6  ISSUE 7  

Mission/Evangelism Minutes (July 2009) 

Saturday, September 26th, we will be hosting a single mom's oil change day at the church.  We pray that this out-
reach event will enable us to be a blessing to single moms  in our community as well as provide a means of shar-
ing God's love in Christ.   

Each of you who call Trinity Lutheran your church home are vital members who make a difference as we work to-
gether in missions for Christ's sake.   

May the Lord bless each of you in your service for Him.  

Steve and Mary for Missions 

The Monroe County Fall Festival is scheduled for the weekend of September 19th and 20th.  We are looking for-
ward to participating in the parade again this year.  The theme for this year's Fall Festival is "Returning To Our 
Roots".  All those who are interested in helping with our float this year are invited to meet at the Haxton's for lunch 
on Sunday August 16th.  We are hoping to share thoughts and ideas relating to the theme of this year's festival and 
begin to plan for work on our float.  This is an excellent opportunity for us to invite our community to share in our 
church family. 
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Women, Career Benefits, and Thrivent Financial  
 
 Women are a growing economic power who have an increasing influence on purchasing decisions. 
When looking for advice regarding financial decisions, they often look to other women. This provides an 
increasing opportunity for women interested in the financial services industry.  
With Thrivent Financial, you can seize this opportunity with a career that lets you help secure financial 
futures and make a difference in people’s lives ... including your own.  
Women in Insurance and Financial Services (WIFS)  
Thrivent Financial’s commitment to women is demonstrated by our diamond level sponsorship of 
Women in Insurance and Financial Services (WIFS). WIFS is an organization dedicated to helping 
women succeed in our industry. They provide skill building, leadership training, professional and per-
sonal development through education, motivation, and networking.  
Thanks to our sponsorship, all Thrivent Financial representatives, field management and home office 
employees can join WIFS at a 50% discount. We also provide dollars for industry conference atten-
dance, including the WIFS’ annual national conference. See what some Thrivent Financial attendees had 
to say after attending the WIFS national conference:  

“It was a great way to connect with other women in the industry and to hear first-hand their 

successes and challenges. It was an opportunity to re-tool, re-energize and connect not only 

with women in the industry, but Thrivent women, ranging in age, tenure and position.”  
- -Jeanine Pitman, recruiting specialist, St. Louis Heartland Region  

“The whole experience was top-notch and I came back with a very complete tool kit for taking 

my business to the next level. There are multiple reasons I would recommend the conference to 

others including: fabulous speakers, networking opportunities, and an opportunity to feel con-

nected to professional women in our industry who challenge my way of thinking a  
--Heather Morgan, financial associate, Rocky Mountain Region  

Your WIFS membership will give you access to first-class business-building webinars, teleconferences, 
mentoring programs, summary book reviews, local and national events and much more.  
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is a unique Fortune 500 organization committed to excellence in finan-
cial services and caring for others. In addition to our sponsorship of WIFS, we offer many other re-
sources such as mentors, launch coaches and career paths that demonstrate our commitment to helping 
women succeed in this career. Consider a career that is more than just a job—it’s work with purpose. 

Visit www.thrivent.com/careers for more information, to make a referral or to apply.  
 
 

PUT OUR STRENGTH TO WORK FOR YOU 
 

In today’s economy, strength and stability are more  important than ever … especially when 
building a career.  While not immune to economic turmoil, Thrivent Financial 
for Lutherans is weathering the storm better than many other financial services pro-viders. 
• We have an A++ Superior rating from A.M. Best (the highest of 15 ratings and reaffirmed 
April ‘09).* 
• We continue to maintain a surplus to meet members’ claims that is in excess of the surplus 

required by regulators. 
• We did not apply for, and do not see a future need for, any government bailout (TARP) 

money. 
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September Symposium at Seminary 
 
Science and Theology: "New Questions, New Conversations" is the theme of the 29th Annual Theological 
Symposium, to be held September 22-23 on the campus of Concordia Seminary/St. Louis. 
 
Pastors and theologians tend not to have much formal training in science. Scientists tend not to receive 
much formal education in theology. Yet the two disciplines are often asked cross-disciplinary questions 
like: How do our understandings of the creation of the universe jive between science and Christian theol-
ogy? How do scientific theories such as quantum mechanics point toward or away from God's creative 
hand? How should Christians take care of the world's environment? Are our brains programmed to seek 
and worship God? How should Christians view new technologies like in vitro fertilization or stem cell 
research? 
 
Parish pastors, district and syndical officials, Seminary and Concordia University students, and faculty 
and interested laypersons are encouraged to attend. One CEU is available for attending the Symposium. 
 
For more information, contact the Office of Continuing Education and Parish Services at 314-505-7486, 
ce@csl.edu or visit the Seminary's web site at www.csl.edu. 

Luther Hostel - October 3-6, 2009 
 
Luther Hostel 2009 will be held Oct. 3-6 on the campus of Concordia Seminary. The theme this year is 
"Finite and Infinite Games".  Life is no game but learning how to balance is a mark of mature faith. 
 
Luther Hostel is an event designed to provide growth in biblical knowledge and understanding, fun and 
fellowship, and a chance to gain helpful insights for daily living. It is offered for adults age 55 and older. 
The main presenter will be Rev. John Nunes, President of Lutheran World Relief. 
 
Scheduled activities for Luther Hostel 2009 will feature a reception and dinner with President and Mrs. 
Dale A. Meyer. Other activities include presentations, class visitation, student-led devotions, opportunities 
for informal interaction with faculty, a private demonstration of the organ at The Chapel of St. Timothy 
and St. Titus and a tour of selected St. Louis area sites. An optional tour of Lutheran historical sites in 
Perry County, Mo., also is available on Oct. 7, immediately following Luther Hostel. 
 
To register for Luther Hostel, call Continuing Education and Parish Services at 314-505-7486 or email 
ce@csl.edu. 

Make our strength your strength 
 
As a Thrivent Financial representative you’ll manage your own schedule, drive your 
own income, and help people achieve their financial goals. 
Be part of a team with lasting power. For more  information contact: 
* This rating is based on the claims-paying ability of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and does 
not apply to the investment performance of securities products offered by Thrivent Financial 
and its affiliates. For additional important disclosure information, please visit-
Thrivent.comdisclosures5643FN R5-09 Thrivent.com/careers 

Randy Krise 
Recruiting Specialist 
317-215-2293  randy.krise@thrivent.com 



COWS FOR KENYA  - -   CHURCH PROJECT 

 Congratulations, we have sent the funds to pur-

chase our first TLC cow for a family in Kenya.   

Now let’s start on our second and get that herd on 

that hillside.   There are additional envelopes in the 

narthex for your contribution convenience.  

Thanks for this and all we do at TLC to reach out 

to the world beyond our doors.     
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Hopefully in the 
future there will be 
a whole herd of 
cows grazing on the 
Kenya plains with 
the TLC brand on 
them.  
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 TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH PRESENTS BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN CHECK 
 
Trinity Lutheran Church of Ellettsville has participated in the Baby Bottle fundraiser conducted annually by the New Begin-
nings Pregnancy Center in Spencer. The past two years the church members have not only given donations but sought matching 
funds from the Monroe Lake Chapter of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.  
 
Thrivent Financial provides a 50 cent match per dollar given for members participation in worthy community projects as part of 
their Care Abounding in Communities Program.  
 
New Beginnings Pregnancy Center was once again the recipient of the efforts of  Trinity members, Lutheran Women's Mission-
ary League members, the local community and the Monroe Lake Chapter of Thrivent Financial. Thrivent was able to provide 
$500 to match $1000 of the funds raised from this effort and a check was presented to Donna Benham, New Beginnings direc-
tor by Kathy Galimore, Trinity New Beginnings' liaison, Mike Galimore, Trinity Lutheran Church Council President, and John 
Scheiwe, Monroe Lake Chapter, Vice President.  

Dear Friends: 
 
I would like to thank you for your generous giving to the Center. You went above and beyond in participating in 
the Baby Bottle Fundraiser/Change for Life this year, again. We were in real need of funding and with the money 
that your church and Thrivent matched we are in the black! I also want to thank you for the interest that you have 
taken in wanting to teach classes at the Center. We are still working on this project and hope to get this started 
soon. I sent my letter of intent to the Owen Community Foundation and they accepted it to be considered for a 
grant. I have someone who serves on their board to help me with the grant application process. Keep us in your 
prayers. Also, we are receptive to new ideas from your church concerning the content of the classes you would 
teach our clients. 
 
Again, I want to say thank you from the bottom of our hearts for all that you have done and are still doing for the 
Center's clients. If you have any ideas at all or wish to participate in our ministry, please don't hesitate to call. 
Thanks for everything! You are a wonderful church and we feel God's love through all of you. 
 
Love of Christ, 
Donna Benham 
New Beginnings Director 
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Make Summer Your Start for a Healthy Lifestyle 

CRAFT FAIR NIGHT  

Pat  Houser and Mary Hannah have coordinated a  Craft Fair Night for August 20th at 7:00 p.m. at the 
church.   Bring your crafts or any ideas for craft projects and a date in for our annual Craft Fair.    

Small Steps Toward Health, One Monday at a Time  
by Catherine Harris, adapted from The Nation’s Health 

For many Americans, Monday is no cause for celebration. It signals the end of the weekend and a 
return to the daily grind of work and 
school. And for some, the previous 
weekend represented a time of indul-
gence and unhealthy behaviors. 

The question many people must ask 
themselves on Monday is: When the 
weekend ends, does the unhealthy 
behavior end with it? 

The Healthy Monday campaign wants all Americans to answer "yes." Created in 2006 by the Mailman 
School of Public Health at Columbia University, in association with the Bloomberg School of Public 
Health at Johns Hopkins University and the Newhouse School of Public Communications at Syracuse 
University, the campaign calls for Americans to adopt Monday as the day they get back on track by en-
gaging in healthy behaviors. 

According to Neu, the most popular program is Meatless Monday. Spearheaded by the Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health, Meatless Monday is a campaign of moderation, encouraging Ameri-
cans to reduce their intake of meat by 15 percent for their own health and the health of the planet. With 
one day representing 15 percent of the week, setting aside Mondays for cutting out meat and replacing it 
with more fruits, vegetables, and whole grains—foods that help prevent heart disease—just makes sense. 
Making Mondays meatless also promotes sustainable environmental practices, Neu added. In fact, accord-
ing to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the livestock industry generates more 
greenhouse gas emissions than transportation, accounting for 65 percent of human-related nitrous oxide, 
37 percent of all human-induced methane and 64 percent of ammonia. 

Healthy Monday activities have especially caught on in social media, Neu said, with an average of 20 to 
30 bloggers and websites, not counting Healthy Monday’s own numerous sponsors and partners, featuring 
Healthy Monday programs each week. 
 
"We’re trying to create a movement," she said. "We provide the concept and organizations run with it on 
their own. The Monday Movement is spreading virally now. People are seeing that it really makes sense 
to take small steps they can succeed at and feel good about." 
 
For more information, including a complete list of Healthy Monday programs and sponsors, visit 
www.healthymonday.org. 



August Gardening Update at T.L.C. 
 

Currently blooming are Resurrection Lilies(from Laurie’s Mom!) in the front stair gar-
dens left and right, sedum clumps(from Larraine Cooksey at Faith) that are spreading 
nicely from last year’s plantings as well. Goldfinches have been enjoying the seeds of 
the purple Echinacea. The low catnip plants are beginning to once again bring out their 
delicate pale mauve blooms. The white oxeyed daisies are starting to open. The other 
tiny white blooms of the fever few have seeded out and their second flowering is start-
ing to shape up. Our irises have done extremely well and will be thinned out in August. 
A few will go over to Jill’s house as a deer deterrent ploy to protect a new day lily bed 
that I planted there this summer. 
Day lilies planted this May have been blooming away first in yellow brown, various  
orange and yellow colors. 
Orange Celosia on one side and pale mauve petunias and dusty miller were all donated 
this summer from Hall’s Greenhouses with assistance from Chuck Holdeman from 
Faith. 
 
Three Cleome plants(spider plants) sprouted next to the stairway from our incredible 
surprise specimen that grew up late last summer into fall.  One has been transplanted to 
a more advantageous placement. If that works, the other 2 will be pried out and moved 
as well. They will block our stairway as they branch out if left where they are right now. 
They are sticky and prickly to touch but their colors so match the Concordia cross on 
our building!  The seeds that I planted did not sprout! 
 
Marco and his crew planted our first blooming hard wood tree a Canadian Cherry. As-
suming it will be able to adapt to our rock platform (that keeps our property above the 
flood plain!) our spring blooms should be wonderful. 
 
His crew also did some ground improvement work outside the kitchen entrance. The 
area up against the building was cleaned out and native blackberry lilies are now very 
happy and blooming in that sunny location.  They will form pods that eventually break-
out into a blackberry looking seed pod that the birds just love. Yellow creeping sedum is 
also in the front of that garden. We have yet to plant the back side gardens along the 
new concrete sidewalk.   Please contact me if you have any perennial donations that 

could work along that walkway.   It is a hot, sunny area. 
 
The plans for the gardens under the big billboard are for tall orange common lilies under 
the sign, hybrid daylilies packed along the length and tall evergreens on each end once a 
bed is created with fill and mulch. Marco’s crew is also going to build a limestone edg-
ing for our street side garden area that will lift those gardens and provide a low barrier 
parking indicator to protect our building. 
 
Gardening is so rewarding. What a gift from God! Please e-mail me any time with sug-
gestions, ideas, plants…at zippie46@bluemarble.net or   935-8759   Louise 
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VBS PICS

-A week of 

learning, 

crafts,  

and fun! 
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Our time at the Monroe County Fair is now recent history.  With God's blessings, 
we sowed many seeds as we gave away over 150 New Testaments and shared 
with people information about our church family.   We also gave away well over 1,000 
popsicles and two individuals were recipients of the gift baskets that we made avail-
able.  Thanks to all who participated in this event.  We pray that the Lord will see fit to 
use our efforts to glorify Himself and work in the lives of those who came by our booth; 
especially those who requested more information about our church fellowship.  Please be 

George Williams partakes of good 
eats at the Thrivent picnic on July 
26th.   It was a fun day for all.  
Denise won two silent auctions on 
a casserole carrier and a cooking 
basket.  Kim won two silent auc-
tions on two Bratz dolls and a 
collections of several  American 
Girl doll clothes. 



 

 

 

 

Ushers Team:   August —  Bird       Sept. —  Graef 

 

Elder:  August —  Wohlafka  Sept .—  Powell 

 

Greeters:  August — John & Kim Scheiwe 

      Sept. —  S Haxton & D Salemink 

 

Acolyte:  8/2 D. Hannah 8/9  Hudson 

8/16  R. Hannah    8/23   Haxton   8/30  Matavuli  

9/6 S. Emmons    9/13  M Scheiwe   9/20 M Sebastian 

9/27  Rosenberger 

 

Opening Prayer and Bible Readings: 

8/2  M Galimore    8/9 D Graef      8/16   M Hannah 

8/23    P  Houser      8/30  M Lance 

9/6  Jeff Williams       9/13  G. Wohlafkas    

9/20  V Bird               9/27  S Haxton 

 

Children’s Sermon: 

8/2    Pastor  Salemink    8/9 M Lance     8/16  D Grimm    

8/23   M Hannah   8/30  V Bird 

9/6  T Emmons     9/13  D Graef 

9/20  Pastor Salemink    9/27  M Lance 

 

Refreshments for Sunday  morning:   

8/2   M Graef 8/9  M Hannah  8/16  J Hoffmann 

8/23  S. Hudson   8/30  S. Matavuli  

9/6  K Scheiwe    9/13  Y Walters 

9/20  Joyce Williams     9/27 L Wohlafka 

 

Coffee Set-Up:    August —  Joyce Turpen Sept  — J Bird 

Monthly Clean:   August—Wohlafkas            Sept. —  Hoffmanns                

Weekly Clean:   August— Wohlafkas   Sept. —  Hoffmanns 

Trinity Lutheran Church  
Pastor Raymond Salemink 
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Please submit your 

articles and pictures to : 

 

kscheiwe@comcast.net 

For the next news- 

Letter by the 25th of the 

month prior.    

 

Thank you kindly!   

 

God’s blessings to you in 

your daily walk! 

 

 

 

We’re on We’re on We’re on We’re on 

the Web!the Web!the Web!the Web!    
TrinityLutheranEllettsville.org 

501 W. Temperance St..  
Ellettsville IN 47429 

SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE  -August-Sept. 




