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SCHOOL’S OUT—HAVE FUN!  VBS COMING SOON! 
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Dearly beloved in Christ: 
 
 My wife and I were sitting in a restaurant the other day when 
an older gentleman shuffled by, oxygen tank strapped to his shoulder, 
huffing and puffing as he made his way to a table. I told Denise, “I 
don’t want to grow old.” 
 Who doesn’t? Even though there are those that grow old 
gracefully and are able to maintain a level of activity in the senior 
years (“But, dear,” my wife answered, “look at Doris and Bill!”), the 
fact remains that our bodies do not get better with age. Joints ache, 
arthritis becomes a daily companion, organs begin to fail, and minds 
begin to forget (too bad we don’t forget heartaches!). No wonder that 
mid-life crisis is becoming an epidemic. 
 But we as Christ’s redeemed are a people of hope. We do not 
live as though this life were it and when we die, that’s all she wrote. 
In recent years, I have come to grasp the significance of understand-
ing that even now, as our bodies suffer diseases and failures, we are 
living eternal life. 
 Am I afraid to die? In some ways, yes. Not because of what 
is means, but because of what I may go through. But what brings the 
most comfort is the fact that once we have stepped through that door, 
none of this painful life will be remembered. 

It is hard to fully imagine what heaven will be like because, 
as Paul so eloquently put it, “now we see in a mirror dimly, but then, 

face to face (I Cor. 13:12). We do know that in heaven there will be 
no crying or tears or all the painful things of this life. All that will be 
cast aside, to affect us no more. We also know that with our own eyes, 
with our own spirit, with our own minds, we will see Jesus face to 
face. The wonder of that moment is anticipation enough to keep us 
going. 
 It is comforting to know that soon, all our struggles of this 
life will end. It is that hope that keeps us going at times. And though it 
may not be easy to see the end when we’re in the middle of some 
great tribulation, we know by faith that there is an end. At times, our 
prayer is “Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly,” and at other times, it 
may be “Uh, Jesus, could you delay just a bit?” But our hope, hope 
grounded in the fact of Jesus’ resurrection, is that what is to come is 
far, far better than what has come. We will, by the grace of God and 
by faith in His promises, get through whatever comes our way. 
 
Your servant in Christ,  
 
Pastor Salemink 



STEWARDSHIP MINUTES   (June 2009) 

All of Me 
 
The Apostle Paul wrote to the people in Corinth, “. . . because what I want is not your possessions but you” (2 
Corinthians 12:14).  God, too, wants our hearts and our love before He receives our offerings.  God is not depend-
ent on our resources.  “I have no need of a bull from your stall or of goats from your pens, for every animal in the 

forest is Mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills” (Psalm 50:9-10).  The Earth and everything in it belong to the 
Lord (Psalm 24:1). 
 
Through faith, we understand that what we have does not belong to us, but is only on loan to us.  God is the source 
of what we have.  It is only by God’s grace that we have life and the things needed to sustain our lives.  God gives 
us the “ability to produce wealth” (Deuteronomy 8:18).  He is the One Who supplies all our needs. 
 
Knowing that God is the creator and owner of all things and that He wants us and not our money, how can we fool-
ishly think, as many people do, that the church wants only our money?  The goal of God’s Church is to save the 
lost.  God “wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). 
 
Although there is no truth to the statement that all the church wants is our money, we know that God directs us to 
give our first and best to Him through our churches and to the needy.  We can be thankful that we have the oppor-
tunity to worship God through our financial contributions.  Giving money is a wonderful way to worship God be-
cause our money represents who we are.  It represents who we are because, to acquire money, we place our energy, 
skill, and time into earning it.  When we present our money as part of worship to God, we are, in a sense, stepping 
physically into that offering plate.  What we do with our money is a good indicator of what is important to us.  Our 
church contributions are a good indicator of where our hearts are.  Giving generously is a witness that God is im-
portant to us.  May God strengthen all of us to be generous givers. 
 
      Dave Grimm,  
      Stewardship Comm.. 
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A big thank you for all those who have been involved in our Rebuilding Together Outreach  Project!  What started 
out the end of April as a huge undertaking ended with a very pleased homeowner.  Fred Abbitt will be moving into 
his newly renovated home in a few short days.  Thanks to the volunteer work and financial support of many mem-
bers of TLC and others, Mr. Abbitt has a home he can be proud of. 

What I have discovered through this work is the wonderful opportunities for relationship building that was brought 
about.  Working alongside fellow believers to help someone in need has been very satisfying.  Communicating 
with Fred a number of times over the last month concerning his home has opened up doors to get to know him.  A 
relative of Fred’s asked one of our members who was working at the house one day:  “Why are you guys doing 
this?”  What an opportunity for witness! 

Projects are great, but what really matters is people!  People are longing for true relationships.  Last month I men-
tioned about us sowing spiritual seed in the hearts and minds of those the Lord brings into our lives.  As we take 
the time to foster true relationships, that seed will have fertile soil in which to grow. 

As we look to the days ahead, may the Lord guide and direct us in missions as we look to invest ourselves in others 
so that we will have an open door to share the Good News of the Gospel. 

                                                                            Serving our Savior with you,                                                                             
      Steve Haxton,,                                                                                             
      Missions/Evangelism  Team 



Mark July 26th on your calendar - Thrivent’s annual Chapter social has been scheduled 
for July 26th at Karst Farms.  We have been able to reserve a shelter house that is near 
the playground.  There will be activities for the little ones as well.   There will also be a 
silent auction for the Habitat home for which each congregation will be asked for items 
to auction.  Lunch will be provided, fried chicken, baked beans, salads, etc. (picnic 
foods). 
       John Scheiwe, 

     Monroe Lake Chapter Vice President 

COWS FOR KENYA  - -   CHURCH PROJECT 

THRIVENT UPDATE 

Thanks to the generosity and TLC of our members we have reached our goal to 

purchase our first cow and have started on a leg towards another  for a Kenya 

family.  Extra donation envelopes are located in the narthex rack.   An avg. of 

$10 per TLC family would allow us to buy a cow.  Thanks for this and all we do 

at TLC to reach out to the world beyond our doors.   

VOLUME  6                 ISSUE 5 

Hopefully in the 
future there will be 
a whole herd of 
cows gracing on the 
Kenya plains with 
the TLC brand on 
them.  
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PLAYGROUND PROJECT 

TLC’s Youth are brainstorming and designing the new playground area to be started soon.  Several ideas have 
been discussed and once the final decisions are made, we’re sure the younger kids will be pleasantly surprised! 
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 RSVP serves on the Monroe County Long Term Recovery Committee (MCLTRC).  The                                                                                                       
MCLTRC is currently working with several families who were affected by last summer’s                                                                                                                     
flooding.  Although the flooding occurred nearly one year ago, many families are just now                                                                                                          
returning to their homes, and some are still in the rebuilding stage. The MCLTRC is collect-                                                                                                               
ing furniture and household items to furnish homes, and WE NEED YOUR HELP!  Here’s                                                                                                                
how you can support these affected families, as they transition into their new homes… 

 ~ Donate LARGE/FURNTIURE items ~  

Large items and furniture can be taken to the St. Vincent De Paul Warehouse at 1105 North                                                                                                           
Jackson any Saturday between 8:30-10:30.  If you would prefer, you can also arrange to have                                                                                                                 
a St. Vincent De Paul volunteer pick up your larger items by calling 961-1510 ext. 91.                                                                                                                     
Mention that the donation is for the flood victims. 

 The families are especially in need of: 

Bed frames (no mattresses) Queen, King, Full, Twin 

Dressers & night stands 

Dining Table & Chairs (not formal) 

Living Room Furniture 

 ~ Donate SMALL/HOUSEHOLD items ~  

Small items (specifics are below) can be taken to any of the three drop-off sites during busi-                                                                                            
ness hours: 

United Way, 4 South College Avenue, Bloomington, 812-334-8370 

 Sherwood Oaks Church, 2700 East Rogers Rd, Bloomington 

 Area 10 Agency on Aging, 430 West Edgewood Drive, Ellettsville 

 The families are especially in need of: 

Pots & pans, dishes, cooking utensils 

Vacuum, broom, dustpan 

Plastic storage boxes 

Handicapped shower chair 

Hand held showerhead  

Toiletries and Cleaning supplies 

Wash cloths/towels (kitchen & bath) 

  

HELP  NEEDED  FOR  FLOOD  VICTUMS  
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     LWML  SPRING RALLY                

Our future TLC LWML  Leader?  Looks like she’s saving to put her mites in.  Good girl Maddie! 

The Donnas from Crisis Pregnancy Center in Spencer were our guest speakers and a baby shower was held for the mothers and babies 



TLC  SPRING CLEAN-UP 

Page 7 VOLUME   6   ISSUE  5 

All ages pitched in to help with the clean-up. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
JULY 13—17 @ 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

501 West Temperance Street, Ellettsville 
“GADGET’S GARAGE” 
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NEW BEGINNINGS PREGNANCY CENTER 
 
The Baby Bottle/Mother's Day to Father's Day fundraiser (which will be generously matched by Thrivent again 
this year) is off to a good start. If you plan to donate to this annual TLC community fundraiser be sure to pick up 
your baby bottle from the bassinet display in the Narthex. When completed with change, bills or checks written to 
the New Beginnings Pregnancy Center, give them to Pastor Salemink. They will be locked in the church safe until 
after Father's Day. They will then be counted and given to the Center and they will apply for the Thrivent match. 
This year we are hoping for the full $500 match. 
 
Proceeds buy formula, baby food, diapers, wipes and assist mother's and children in crisis situations. The Center is 
fully paid for and all workers are volunteer except for the director. Donna Benham makes a small stipend for her 
services to the Center and community. She is very faithful. The Center is governed by a community Board of Di-
rectors.  
 
Thank you for your generous donations and support through the six years of TLC. A HUGE THANK YOU TO 
THE LWML LADIES FOR THEIR BABY SHOWER FOR THE CENTER. THE "BOO BOO BUNNIES" LOOK 
GREAT IN THE LAYETTES FOR MOTHER'S WITH NEWBORNS. EVERYTHING WAS WONDERFUL 
AND WILL BE USED TO HELP COMMUNITY BABIES.  



Ushers Team:   

6/7-14-21-28   Scheiwe 

Greeters:  The Rosenbergers 

Elder:    Powell — June 

Acolyte:  6/7  Haxton    6/14  Matavuli 

   6/21  S. Emmons 6/28  Rosenburger 

Opening Prayer and Bible Readings: 

     6/7    Jeff Williams 6/14 Gary Wohlafka 

 6/21  Vic Bird  6/28 Steve Haxton 

Children’s Sermon: 

      6/7    Dan Graef 6/14       Pastor Salemink 

 6/21  Max Lance 6/28 Dave Grimm 

Refreshments for Sunday  morning:   

     6/7    Stacey Matavuli 6/14      Louise  Wohlafka

 6/21   Joycc Williams 6/28      Yvonne Walters 

     Coffee Set-Up:  Louise Wohlafka 

Monthly Clean:   Julie Bird  & Denise Salemink        

Weekly Clean:  The Graefs     

This is challenging work, 

which calls on us to 

grow beyond our previ-

ous limitations. . . But 

the emotional and spiri-

tual payoffs . . . Are enor-

mous.   

<In doing this work> . . . 

You will have broken 

free from invisible con-

straints that have been 

coloring your view of 

your entire world.”  

  M. J. Ryan  

You won’t believe the 

change in your life! 

 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church  
Pastor Raymond Salemink 
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Please submit your 

articles and pictures to : 

 

kscheiwe@comcast.net 

For the next news- 

Letter by the 25th of the 

month prior.    

 

Thank you kindly!   

 

God’s blessings to you in 

your daily walk! 

 

 

 

We’re on We’re on We’re on We’re on 

the Web!the Web!the Web!the Web!    
TrinityLutheranEllettsville.org 

501 W. Temperance St..  
Ellettsville IN 47429 

SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE  -JUNE 

Marianne and Chuck Holdeman would like to thank Pastor Salemink, Secret Sister, and 
all members of TLC for their prayers, concern, cards, gifts, inspirational, throw, planter, 
visits and phone calls. Marianne is now home.  She was released from Bloomington 
Hospital, Acute Rehab Center May 30th. 
God Bless, 
Kathy Galimore 

Prayer Request 

It is time for Trinity Council and Elder candidate nominations for 2010.  Since we are a small congregation, 
I am once again asking our congregation to be the nominating committee.  I will take nominations until the 
end of May, 2009.  Please submit your nominations (they will remain private) to me in person, church mail-
box, or to mike.galimore@CookMedical.com for the following: 
 
Elder Congregational Vice President Missions   Financial Secretary \\ 
 
Education  Trustee    Stewardship 
 
 I would also like suggestions for the Social Chair, which is under the auspices of Stewardship. 
  
Thank you to all our members who have served and continue to serve our church council and as an Elder 
the past year. 
                                                                In Christ,   Mike  




