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Beloved in the Lord: 
  
 Many of you may have heard the news in late August. On Friday, 
Aug. 21, the Church wide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA) voted to ordain and install gay and lesbian pastors and other 
professional workers living in "committed relationships."  In an earlier action, 
the assembly approved a resolution that commits the ELCA "to finding ways to 
allow congregations that choose to do so to recognize, support, and hold pub-
licly accountable life-long, monogamous, same-gender relationships." 
 LCMS Synodical President Jerry Kieschnick responded with this 
statement: "The decisions by this assembly to grant non-celibate homosexual 

ministers the privilege of serving as rostered leaders in the ELCA and the affir-

mation of same-gender unions as pleasing to God will undoubtedly cause addi-

tional stress and disharmony within the ELCA. It will also negatively affect the 

relationships between our two church bodies. The current division between our 

churches threatens to become a chasm. This grieves my heart and the hearts of 

all in the ELCA, the LCMS, and other Christian church bodies throughout the 

world who do not see these decisions as compatible with the Word of God, or 

in agreement with the consensus of 2,000 years of Christian theological affir-

mation regarding what Scripture teaches about human sexuality. . .” 

 “Doctrinal decisions adopted already in 2001 led the LCMS, in sin-

cere humility and love, to declare that we could no longer consider the ELCA 

"to be an orthodox Lutheran church body" (2001 Res 3-21A). Sadly, the deci-

sions of this past week to ignore biblical teaching on human sexuality have 

reinforced that conclusion. We respect the desire to follow conscience in moral 

decision making, but conscience may not overrule the Word of God.” 

 While this is a sad item to consider, I firmly believe that there are 
many in the ELCA still committed to the Bible as the inerrant Word of God 
and the biblical doctrines derived from it as found in the Lutheran confessions. 
This is not a time to point fingers and lay blame, but to speak the truth in love. 
 I don’t need to tell you that we are living in difficult times as Chris-
tians. The Word of God is being questioned from all sides, and sadly, even 
churches themselves are casting it aside as untrue. I pray that we as a congre-
gation and a community of believers will stand firm on the truth of Scripture 
and not compromise when pressured. We also need to pray most fervently for 
the ELCA, that it would repent of its recent decisions and seek the Lord’s free 
forgiveness in Christ. 
 I would also encourage you to be ready to give a defense for where 
we stand. There are many in the ELCA who are displeased with this decision 
and may be looking to find a church that still holds to the truth of God’s Word. 
While we are not in the business of “stealing sheep,” we must always be ready 
to confess what we teach and believe, with humble hearts and firm convictions. 
  
In His service, 
Pastor 



STEWARDSHIP       (September 2009) 

  
 Most discontented people live in a state of “if only.”  Rather than counting their blessings,  
 they play the “if only” game. 
 
  “If only” we had our own home/a bigger home. 
  “If only” we could get out from under this pile of debt. 
  “If only” our neighbors would move. 
  “If only” our friends were more fun/more loyal/ more thoughtful. 
  “If only” my boss would appreciate me more. 
  
 Maybe you have an “if only” list.  Perhaps you, too, think that by making some external changes your life 
would be all you want it to be.  You’d be content.  Think about what the Apostle Paul said about contentment: “I 

know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty.  I have learned the secret of being content in any 

and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want” (Philippians 4:12).  Paul said 
external conditions have nothing to do with contentment.  He said changing our circumstances won’t make a dif-
ference in our level of contentment.  He said, “I have learned the secret of being content.” 
 
 What is that secret?  “I can do everything through Him Who gives me strength” (Philippians 4:13).  When 
we depend on the Lord and place our trust in Him, we can be content in all circumstances.  We won’t need to dwell 
on “if only.”  God’s grace gives us the ability to persevere and even find joy in life’s toughest situations, like Cor-
rie Ten Boom.  In her book, The Hiding Place, she relates that she and her sister Betsy were sent to Nazi concen-
tration camps which were filled with filth, disease, and pestilence.  Their particular barracks was infested with 
fleas, but, by God’s grace, they were able to see the blessings even in fleas.  Because of the fleas the German 
guards chose not to enter the barracks which allowed Corrie and Betsy to gather the other ladies for Bible study 
and prayer.  God’s Word sustained them in their time of need.  They didn’t have an “if only” mentality.  Instead 
they followed Paul’s admonition in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18: “Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in 

all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 

 
Until we find our rest in Christ we are going to continue searching for contentment. The theologian 

Augustine said, “Thou hast made us for Thyself, O God, and the heart of man is restless until it finds its rest in 
Thee.”  People or things will never fill us.  Only God’s presence will bring us contentment. 

  
Dave Grimm, Stewardship 
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Mission/Evangelism   (September 2009) 

Saturday, September 26th, we will be hosting a single mom's oil change day at the church.  We pray that this out-
reach event will enable us to be a blessing to single moms  in our community as well as provide a means of shar-
ing God's love in Christ.   

Each of you who call Trinity Lutheran your church home are vital members who make a difference as we work to-
gether in missions for Christ's sake.   

May the Lord bless each of you in your service for Him.  

Steve and Mary for Missions 

The Monroe County Fall Festival is scheduled for the weekend of September 19th and 20th.  We are looking for-
ward to participating in the parade again this year.  The theme for this year's Fall Festival is "Returning To Our 
Roots".  Our church float will carry along with the Festival’s theme with “Rooted and built up in Christ”. Col.2:7-8 
All those who are interested in helping with our float this year are invited to.  Contact Steve for more information. 
We will post the majority choice design for our float in the narthex once available.   This is an excellent opportu-
nity for us to invite our community to share in our church family. 
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September Symposium at Seminary 
 
Science and Theology: "New Questions, New Conversations" is the theme of the 29th Annual Theological 
Symposium, to be held September 22-23 on the campus of Concordia Seminary/St. Louis. 
 
Pastors and theologians tend not to have much formal training in science. Scientists tend not to receive 
much formal education in theology. Yet the two disciplines are often asked cross-disciplinary questions 
like: How do our understandings of the creation of the universe jive between science and Christian theol-
ogy? How do scientific theories such as quantum mechanics point toward or away from God's creative 
hand? How should Christians take care of the world's environment? Are our brains programmed to seek 
and worship God? How should Christians view new technologies like in vitro fertilization or stem cell 
research? 
 
Parish pastors, district and syndical officials, Seminary and Concordia University students, and faculty 
and interested laypersons are encouraged to attend. One CEU is available for attending the Symposium. 
 
For more information, contact the Office of Continuing Education and Parish Services at 314-505-7486, 
ce@csl.edu or visit the Seminary's web site at www.csl.edu. 

Luther Hostel - October 3-6, 2009 
 
Luther Hostel 2009 will be held Oct. 3-6 on the campus of Concordia Seminary. The theme this year is 
"Finite and Infinite Games".  Life is no game but learning how to balance is a mark of mature faith. 
 
Luther Hostel is an event designed to provide growth in biblical knowledge and understanding, fun and 
fellowship, and a chance to gain helpful insights for daily living. It is offered for adults age 55 and older. 
The main presenter will be Rev. John Nunes, President of Lutheran World Relief. 
 
Scheduled activities for Luther Hostel 2009 will feature a reception and dinner with President and Mrs. 
Dale A. Meyer. Other activities include presentations, class visitation, student-led devotions, opportunities 
for informal interaction with faculty, a private demonstration of the organ at The Chapel of St. Timothy 
and St. Titus and a tour of selected St. Louis area sites. An optional tour of Lutheran historical sites in 
Perry County, Mo., also is available on Oct. 7, immediately following Luther Hostel. 
 
To register for Luther Hostel, call Continuing Education and Parish Services at 314-505-7486 or email 
ce@csl.edu. 

 

Who’s building this play set anyway? 
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Boy, these kids put in their due diligence.    All the pieces were cut, but homework and 
bedtime cut time short to begin putting the pieces together.   Tyler (above right) seems  
satisfied he put in a good days work! 



COWS FOR KENYA  - -   CHURCH PROJECT 

 Congratulations, we have sent the funds to pur-

chase our first TLC cow for a family in Kenya.   

Now let’s start on our second and get that herd on 

that hillside.   There are additional envelopes in the 

narthex for your contribution convenience.  

Thanks for this and all we do at TLC to reach out 

to the world beyond our doors.     
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Hopefully in the 
future there will be 
a whole herd of 
cows grazing on the 
Kenya plains with 
the TLC brand on 
them.  
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WILL FALL BRING ON MORE CASES OF SWINE FLU 

Summer has given the nation a bit of a reprieve in terms of new swine flu cases being diagnosed, 
but health experts say the virus is poised for an aggressive comeback in the fall, just when kids 
will be settling back in their school routines.   How can you keep your child safe?   
 
Learning about the swine flu virus was scary enough this past spring, when it made headlines for 
the first time. Summer has given the nation a bit of a reprieve in terms of new cases diagnosed, 
but health experts say that the virus is poised for an aggressive comeback in the fall, just when 
children will be settling back into their school routines. And despite hundreds of schools nation-
wide shutting their doors as a precautionary measure when the virus first surfaced, the Centers 
for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) is hoping to minimize school closings this fall by rec-
ommending that schools stay open unless a significant number of students or faculty fall ill. How 
can you keep your child safe from the swine flu in this back-to-school season?   
Err on the side of caution. If your child seems under the weather, be safe and keep him home. 
That means not only no school, but no extracurricular activities either. If someone in your home 
is sick with swine flu, it's important to keep everyone home for a few days to minimize the 
spread of the disease. 
Practice good hygiene. Teach your child to cover her nose and mouth with a tissue when she 
sneezes or coughs, or cough and sneeze into the crook of her arm if no tissue is available. Hand 
washing is a must several times a day, especially after coughing or sneezing. Keep hands away 
from eyes, noses, and mouths. 
Keep germs at bay. Wipe down computer keyboards and mice, as well as desk surfaces and 
chairs, with antibacterial solution. This is particularly important if your children share work 
spaces. Consider separating children who spend a lot of time in close proximity to each other-for 
instance, move desks apart or have one child bunk in another room for a few weeks. And stay 
away from crowds or from anyone who seems sick. Face masks can't hurt, but the CDC says it's 
more important to avoid close contact with sick people and to wash hands than to don a face 
mask 
Have a backup plan. If the worst happens and you or your children contract swine flu, be ready. 
Have several days' worth of supplies stockpiled in the house, and stay in contact with your pedia-
trician. If everyone is healthy at home but your children's' school or child-care center closes, you 
may need to work from home. Talk to your office about that possibility or team up with other 
affected parents to share child care duties. 
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S.wine Flu Is Very Similar to Human Flu 
According to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), swine flu is a respiratory disease of pigs caused by type A 
influenza viruses, which can also cause influenza in humans. Like human flu, it’s mostly seasonal, with the main 
outbreaks occurring in late fall and winter. 
Both human and swine flu share symptoms of fever, cough, sore throat, body aches, headache, chills, and fatigue. 
In some cases, swine flu may also cause diarrhea and vomiting. It may also be worse due to underlying chronic 
medical conditions. 
Cytokine Storm: Why Swine Flu Affects Younger, Healthy People More 
A strange characteristic of swine flu is that it’s more serious in young, healthy people, unlike influenza, which can 
be fatal in babies and the elderly. Scientists say this is a common feature of pandemic viruses. But why? 
Researches in Hong Kong suggest that it’s due to a cytokine storm, which they discovered also occurs with avian 
flu. A cytokine storm occurs when lung cells produce more pro-inflammatory molecules called cytokines than 
regular influenza A viral strains do. In other words, it’s the host’s immune response to the virus that causes an over
-reaction to the virus that can lead to death, and not the replication of the virus itself. 
Although the first US death has occurred in an infant, scientists suggest that babies and elderly people have weaker 
immune systems that don’t react so strongly to viral infections. On the other hand, the strong immune systems of 
young, healthy people are primed to respond and more susceptible to cytokine storms. 
How to Protect Yourself from Swine Flu 
Swine flu can last up to 10 days. Here’s how to stay clear of it: 
Wash your hands continuously throughout the day. Use warm water and a vigorous scrubbing action for 20 to 30 
seconds. Or use a hand sanitizer with at least 60 percent alcohol. 
Avoid contact with people who are coughing or sneezing, or exhibiting any other symptoms such as vomiting. 
Eat a well-balanced diet and get enough sleep. 
Beware of symptoms of swine flu — fever, cough, sneezing, sore throat, body aches, headaches, chills and fatigue. 
If you exhibit these symptoms, visit your doctor to be diagnosed and receive treatment. Currently, the CDC is rec-
ommending the antiviral drugs oseltamivir (Tamiflu®) or zanamivir (Relenza®). 
MORE SWINE FLU FACTS 
You cannot get swine flu from eating pork or pork products. The CDC recommends cooking pork to an internal 
temperature of 160°F to kill the swine flu virus or other bacteria and viruses. 
Swine flu can be transmitted from pigs to pigs, pigs to humans, humans to humans and humans to pigs. 
The most common way for humans to catch it is to be in close contact with pigs. However, it can also be transmit-
ted between humans by coughing, sneezing, or by touching someone with the virus and then touching your mouth 
or nose. 

WILL FALL BRING ON MORE CASES OF SWINE FLU cont. 

Did you know that prescription medication, not prescribed to them... is one of our biggest drug abuse prob-
lems?  Of all illicit substances (alcohol, tobacco and other drugs), here in Monroe County, we have seen the 
greatest spike in drug use by teens using prescription meds.  When asked where they got the medication, the 
most common reply is "in the medicine cabinet at home".  

Most medicines are prescribed for legitimate purposes and then go unused.  Although flushing them used to be 
the preferred option, it is clear that this has huge environmental and water quality repercussions. 
So clean out your medicine cabinet and dispose of them through the 2009 Medical Roundup. 
Simply bring your medicines and sharps to the following locations during the week of September 15-18, and 
reserve officers, volunteers, and staff from the Monroe County Solid Waste Management will be there to assist 
you.  Once you are on site, it only takes a few minutes. 

Tuesday, September 15 (10:00-2:00)   Wednesday, September 16 (10:00-2:00) 

Area 10 Agency on Aging Endwright Center Bloomington Fire Dept. Headquarters 300 E. 4th St. 

630 West Edgewood Drive Ellettsville                                  
 
Thursday, September 17 (10:00-2:00)   Friday, September 18 (10:00-2:00) 

Bloomington Fire Department 2201 East Third St.       St. Paul's United Methodist Church 4201 W. 3rd St.     

                      (One block W of Curry Pk on W. 3rd St. in Highland Village) 

MEDICINE AND SHARPS DISPOSAL  ROUNDUP 
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A new copy of The Missing will be in the TLC library for your enjoyment.  
 
My Dear Reader-Friend, 
 
Well, it’s finally warm enough to classify our Colorado weather as truly summertime.  Hot days and cool, cloud-
less nights, with plenty of daytime sunshine for hiking, swimming, biking, and tending gardens. 
 
And in the midst of special family gatherings, I’m writing another  novel.  As I do, I often pause to watch the small 
green packed hummingbirds hovering near our purple bushes outside my office windows.  But I only allow myself 
mini-breaks, because my deadline for Book  Three of Seasons of Grace is coming fast.  So I’m continually contem-
plating Grace and Lettie Byler and their struggling family– and handsome young Yonnie Bontrager, too– nearly 
24/7 these days. 
 
Very soon (September 8th), Book Two: The Missing will be available.  The next day, I begin my fall book tour in 
beautiful Greenwood before traveling on through the rest of South Carolina, North Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee, 
and Alabama .  Please check www.beverlylewis.com for each stop on my five-state tour, along with times and lo-
cations. 
 
I am eager to meet  you, so if you live within driving distance to one of the events, I hope you will make plans to 
attend.  And feel free to bring along your family and friends, as I love meeting all the important people in your life.  
I’ve written a variety of books for all ages, which will be available at each store and library event, along with my 
popular Amish cookbook—of course, the newest novel, The Missing. 
 
We’ll share  the goodness of our Jesus together.  I can’t wait! 
 
Meanwhile, I cherish your prayers for divine guidance and inspiration as I wrap up  this current series, SEASONS 
OF GRACE.  Look for Book Three:  The Telling in early April, 2010! 
 
With  blessings and love,  
 
Beverly 

BEVERLY LEWIS.COM NEWSLETTER 
August, 2009 

What does ASAP mean to you? 
 

  A always say a prayer 
  S say a prayer 
  A always say a prayer 
  P pray! 

QUEST FOR KIDS 
Calling all kids!!   
Quest starts in September.  It is a time for fun, fellowship and faith lessons.  We will meet on the third Thursday of 
every month, September through May. 
The first meeting will be September 17th.  Meeting will be from 6 PM to 8PM. 
 
During the month of September and October, we are going to work on building Luther’s Coat of Arms.  We hope 
to present it to the church on Reformation Sunday.  We will also learn about Luther and the start of the Lutheran 
Church during this time. 
 
The rest of the year we will work on other crafts and some service projects.  Every meeting will include a devotion 
or lesson as well.  Snacks and games will be a part of our evenings too.  Come join in the fun!   Rhonda Grimm 
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LWML NEWS 
Calling all Ladies of TLC! 
 
Starting in September the LWML (Lutheran Women's Missionary League) will start meet-
ing.  Our meeting in September will be the 15th starting at 7 PM.  Activities will include plan-
ning for the year, if needed will help with any prep work needed for Quest, and planning the 
cooking class we promised the Pregnancy Crisis Center this past Spring.  Bring ideas for 
meals and recipes as well. 
LWML has been very generous to TLC through the grants they have bestowed upon us.  Cur-
rently we are using funds from the grant to cover all Quest, Sunday School, VBS and Bible 
study materials, as well as paying for the signs and outdoor furniture/equipment.  The grants 
are based on the amount of money gathered from our Mite boxes.  Those pennies, nickels, 
dimes, quarters and other currency become substantial when combined together.   
We look forward to seeing you on Tuesday, September 15 and every third Tuesday of the 
month going forward. 
 
Lori Duncan  

Christmas Craft Fair 

TLC CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR  

 
The ladies of TLC have begun planning for the 2009 Craft Fair.  It is scheduled for Saturday, December 5, 2009.  
The possibility of running it Friday, December 4, and Saturday, December 5, is being discussed. 
 
Last year we had a Fall Craft Fair in conjunction with the Monroe County Fall Festival.  While we had moderate 
success, it was felt that it did not generate the amount of foot traffic we had hoped.  Thus, the change in schedule. 
 
A group met on Thursday, August 21, and many ideas sprang forth from the talented assembly.  A bake sale and 
book sale are in the works.  Craft ideas were discussed, with emphasis on Christmas items, for the reason that we 
have a nice stock of items left from last year’s Fall Craft Fair. 
 
The group will meet again on Thursday, September 17, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. at the Church.  All are invited to come 
and bring ideas as well as projects on which they are working. 
 
There will be a craft project which will be ready for assembly by willing hands.  It is a flowerpot Santa, which 
would make a nice gift or a Christmas decoration. 
 
Thrivent will match 50 cents for every $1.00 we make.  There will be a discussion as to how to direct the proceeds 
of our Fair in a God-pleasing way, directing it to where it might do the most good. 
 
Everyone, including the talented gentlemen of TLC, are welcome to come to the meeting and provide input, and all 
help will be gratefully accepted.  Feel free also to offer comments and suggestions to Mary Hannah and Pat 
Houser, who are co-chairing this event.  Mary’s email is marybethhannah@gmail.com, and Pat’s is hoosier-
mama@bluemarble.net. 
 
We pray God’s blessings on this project which we do all to his glory and honor. 
 
Mary Hannah and  Pat Houser, Co-Chairs 



 

 

 

 

 Ushers Team:   Sept. —  Graef  Oct. — Wohlafka 

 

 Elder:    Sept .—  Powell  Oct. — Bird 

 

 Greeters:    Sept. —  S Haxton & D Salemink 

         Oct.  —  J Schlueter & Vi Knox 

 

 Acolyte: 9/6 S. Emmons    9/13  M Scheiwe   9/20 M Sebastian 

   9/27  Rosenberger 

        10/4 Rosenberger    10/11 Graef         10/18 B Emmons 

   10/25  C Sebastian 

 

 Opening Prayer and Bible Readings: 

  9/6  Jeff Williams       9/13  G. Wohlafkas    

  9/20  V Bird               9/27  S Haxton 

  10/4 D Grimm  10/11 R Walters 

  10/18 J Scheiwe            10/25 Joyce Williams 

 Children’s Sermon: 

  9/6  T Emmons     9/13  D Graef 

  9/20  Pastor Salemink    9/27  M Lance 

  10/4  M Hannah 10/11 V  Bird 

  10/18 T Emmons          10/25 D Graef 

 Nursery; 9/6 D. Salemink 9/13 S Hudson 

  9/20 K Galimore 9/27  R Grimm 

  10/4 K Scheiwe  10/11  M Hannah 

  10/18  D Salemink 10/25  S Hudson 

  Refreshments for Sunday  morning:   

  9/6  K Scheiwe             9/13  Y Walters 

  9/20  Joyce Williams     9/27 L Wohlafka 

  10/4 J Rosenberger 10/11  R Grimm 

  10/18 J Bird  10/25  L  Duncan 

 Coffee Set-Up:    Sept  — J Bird Oct. — J. Hoffmann 

 Monthly Clean:   Sept. —  Hoffmanns               Oct. — Grimms 

 Weekly Clean:     Sept. —  Hoffmanns          Oct. — Grimms 

Trinity Lutheran Church  
Pastor Raymond Salemink 
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Please submit your 

articles and pictures to : 

 

kscheiwe@comcast.net 

For the next news- 

Letter by the 25th of the 

month prior.    

 

Thank you kindly!   

 

God’s blessings to you in 

your daily walk! 

 

 

 

We’re on We’re on We’re on We’re on 

the Web!the Web!the Web!the Web!    
TrinityLutheranEllettsville.org 

501 W. Temperance St..  
Ellettsville IN 47429 

SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE  -Sept. and Oct. 




